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The auction: · 

South _ West North 
INT 1 IJ-ISI ' 3~ .. • · JNT 
p·. • 0 p ·. 

East 
p 

f~~k I;...- H9,· J, Q, K (9=0 or 2 higher) . 
1\1ck 2: 03, S8, DA, D9(S8=Romandiscard stK>wing 
~ ·; '. ~eart strength) · · . .· . . · . 
Trick 3: 02, DK. 06, S2 . . 
T{icko 4: H3, 4, 10, 5 

. . Tnck.5: . HA, C2. H2, H6 • 
Irick 6: H7, C6, S4; HB 
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.· The unsuccessful unblock did not really cost~ con
~. since ~t would have been squeezed in the minors · 
anyway. Who gets tbe cbarge'! · 
' 

· Sieve Evans: "This hand is a difficult one to defend 
arid l"m sure there wali some yelling when SouU. won tbe 
~- 8 at' trick 6. However, it's noJ immediately clear . 
"¥here the defenders went·wrong. East. seems much more 
(~ blame because he h8d enough i~formation to know 
what to do while West had no chance. From West's point 
(lfview deClarer might be able ~o take 9 tricks (3S, I fi, 
Jb. 3C), so it seemed reasonable to play partner for five 
hcart.<i. Ea.<it, however, after two trick~. knew his partner 
had 7 spades, AI09x of hearts, and 2 clubs. If East wins 
. ilillfOOIKI at trick 3 iand plays s .heart, either declarer 
d .have a foudh heart ~ power or ~lse ·East will be 
sq&Jee:zed in the minors. That defense will work only when 

··west should 

MarShall Miles: "West should get 40% of the blame 
for his opening lead. Obviously. there was guessing to be 
done, but a spade lead would ~t surely be right when 
'the suit. w.a,-; split 7-:2-2-2 as in the actual· case, and it 
might work' out ·in· other cases-(like ~hen ·~u!'lmY, h~ a. 
singleton honor). · 
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The hand ~as mis-analyzed when: it was playcd{'ltd.: 
· Mar.~hal/ is c·onfessing the' history of this h_and . . •. can 

you gue.~s whether he was Easi or Wctst? )West contended 
that East"sh.ouJd e_ithe.r p~}l~ the ten ~f diamonds. at trick . 
thrc~ or 'else" return" a diamond at tnck four 'to let ·Wesr 
know that ~iamonds were doubly stopped. Ealit1hought 
two· heart leads would be necessary .if West held A I 096 of 
hearts instead of A I 097. ActualJy, the contract cannot be . 
dctcated if,fast ducks at trick three since SQuth can then 

· lead :hearts at each opportunity. This forces West to cash! 
out. squeezing Ea.-;t, or, if West refuses to c,:~h the fourth 
hcarr, c·uts :ttM; defC:nder's communicluion and allows es
tal:>lishme!lt of the long diamond. •. . . · · 

Because hC can foresee the squee~ if _the h~ are 
cashed • . Ea.-;t should return a spade at . tric~ . ~ .stnce· he 
knows that'West cannot have started with more than 4 
t~earts. It is ndt an 'easy hand, but sjnce ~a spa&._ ret~m is 
correct, East should ·get 60"AI .of ~ blame :·~ .. ~ · '·! 

.. The panel has done a pretty good job ·analyzing a diffi-.. 
cult hand. East made the last. mistake; ~ re~urjUng a 
spade at trick 4 was a cl~ error. Failing ~o f~'an im-_ 
pending squeeze is rar.ely a chargeable offen~~ but in this 
ca.o.;e East should have known the entire distribution. 

' Howe~er, West made a simple hand.~ by attempting _ 
to be brilliant. The spad.e lead was normal and autdmatic, · 
only Italians are smart enough to know when abnormality 
-is right. Had West Jed a Sf)ade, - ~caul~ (I,Ql hav~ gone 
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· . · The squee'ze aspects ofthe himd· are pcirhllpli·Jll91'C· diffi-
. cu'lt· than our panel . suggests. Marshall Claims thai East -
· cannot afford· to duck the diamond at trick 3, ·for then 
· heart leads by declarer. will . see him home: Stev~ says 
~ucking the diamo!l<l is all right, ~d I beli·eve ~ is c_orrect 
(~tQnly at doUble dummy). If South p~ays hearts af~rthe 

·diamond is ducked, West can defeat.the contract by pl.ay-
ing dubs both·times (who would fimfthis .defense'!). Ei
ther. detender could have beaten ·this hand by playing 
spad~s at-the. earliest op~rtunity ; and both should ha..-e 
done so. ... · . .. 


